
Improve Access to Care 

One priority of the Adopt a School Model is to expanded medical, dental and vision services to the St. Luke’s 

Allentown School District (ASD) supported elementary, middle and high schools.  Priority was given to 

students and families who identified the need for medical insurance, a primary care provider, a dental provider 

and/or eye glasses. Of the students who had a signed consent (N=1371) to be seen on the adolescent mobile 

health van, 53% were considered high risk due to having one or more of the above mentioned needs. The graph 

below depicts the number of students with an identified need and the number connected to care through the 

adolescent mobile health van.  

Identified ASD Student Needs vs. Connection Status 

 

In addition to referring students from the adolescent mobile health van for vision services, St. Luke’s Hospital’s 

Vision Initiative provided vision vouchers to all schools in the ASD and the Boys and Girls Club of Allentown. 

Of the students given vision vouchers (N=252), 66% utilized them. The St. Luke’s vision van also visited four 

community/school sites in Lehigh County. These sites included Trexler Middle School, Whitehall School 

District, Mosser Village, and Vida Nueva. Of those seen on the vision van (N=116), 86% needed glasses. 
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Number Cared for on Vision Van vs. Need for Glasses 

 

The St. Luke’s Mobile Dental Van provides services to children in the ASD, Pinebrook Family Services and the 

Allentown Head Start. The program provides children with dental exams, cleanings, x-rays, fillings, sealants 

and simple extractions. The below graph depicts the total number of children seen on the dental van and total 

number of sealants placed in the Allentown service area. 

 

St. Luke’s Allentown successfully partnered with Francis D. Raub Middle School and Family Answers, a social 

service agency in Allentown, to add the integrated behavioral health model to the adolescent mobile health van 

services. This is a psychological approach to population-based clinical health care that is simultaneously co-

located, collaborative, and integrated within primary care. FY 14 was a time of planning to implement mental 

health services on the adolescent health van for FY 15. The pilot project at Francis D. Raub Middle School is 

being funded by The Auxiliary of St. Luke’s. The service will be staffed by a mental health therapist from 

Family Answers.   

The St. Luke’s Mobile Medical Health Clinic at Mosser Village Family Center is a no-cost medical service 

provided to individuals and families who do not currently have health insurance residing in Lehigh and 

Northampton Counties. The mission of the Mobile Medical Health Clinic is to meet the immediate medical 



needs of the client coming on the van, assist them in accessing health care, and connecting them to health 

insurance if needed. The staff utilizes the St. Luke’s network’s many resources and community partnerships to 

refer patients for specialty care such as women’s health, pediatric health care, no or low cost vision care, dental 

treatments through community clinics, food assistance programs, tobacco cessation services, sexually 

transmitted disease testing and treatment services, and mental health care services. Patients identified with 

untreated chronic or other medical conditions, who are eligible for but do not have medical insurance are 

considered high priority connect patients. A total of 221 patients were seen at the Mobile Medical Health Clinic 

at Mosser Village Family Center. Of the patients considered high priority connect (N=59), 63% were connected 

to the needed service. Of those needing medical assistance (N=23) and CHIP (N=51), 64% and 4% were 

connected, respectively. The below graphs depict data from the Mobile Medical Health Clinic at Mosser Village 

Family Center.  
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Total Patients Needing Service vs Total Number Connected 

 

Adult HIV-positive patients receive clinical care and case management services at AIDS Services Center at St. 

Luke’s Hospital (ASC). A total of 64 patients from Lehigh County receive their care at ASC.  

 


